ENGLISH 1 – COURSE SYLLABUS

Ms. Rankin 
lrankin@santacruz.k12.ca.us

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION/Outline 

 
English 1 is a college preparatory course designed to increase student proficiency in language arts skills. Students will develop an appreciation of literature through in-depth study of a variety of literary works, styles, genres, points of view, and literary devices successfully employed by many distinguished authors to communicate their important insights to the world. Students will respond to these studies through homework, discussion, analysis, creative works, individual and group projects, reports, and presentations. In addition, English 1 will emphasize the discovery and use of vocabulary as found in the assigned texts to increase comprehension and broaden student ability to communicate expressively. The greater goal is to help each student develop the close reading, analytical writing, critical thinking, and complex speaking skills vital to a successful and happy life in the modern world. 

	II. MATERIALS PROVIDED 
 ( MAIN TEXT: Holt Literature & Language Arts (Third Course)
 
( POSSIBLE SUPPLIMENTARY TEXTS:  The Lord of the Flies, Heros, Gods, and Monsters of Greek Mythology, To Kill a Mockingbird, Romeo & Juliet, Great American Short Stories, The Odyssey, The Old Man and the Sea

 
( VIDEOS:  The Lord of the Flies, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Wave, Romeo & Juliet, Historic Speeches, A & E Biographies

 

**Various short historical and biographical video clips and excerpts from television programs will be used to provide context and information related to units of study. 
 

	III. MATERIALS REQUIRED
-- A composition notebook 

-- 3 Ring binder with plenty of paper
-- Pencils, erasers, and pens

	-- The current text in use

-- Self-determination and goals

 IV. GOALS 

1.  Students will learn, identify and apply literary terms essential to understanding the literature they are reading. 
2.  Students will study, learn, use and be tested on new vocabulary words encountered in the literature study. 
3.  Students will practice and improve their writing skills by utilizing a variety of writing strategies and writing types (from short answer to multi-paragraph essays), including pre-writing, peer editing and evaluation, writing portfolios, and in class journal activities. 
4.  Students will utilize speaking and listening skills to participate in the following activities: class discussions, small group discussion, oral reading and oral presentations. 
5.  Students will improve upon and demonstrate research, study and computer skills by utilizing library and computer lab resources for a variety of assignments. 
6.  Students will demonstrate responsibility and accountability by being a supportive, productive member of the classroom community.  
7.  Students will develop the following skills:
Writing Goals
1. Students will increase their English writing proficiency at the sentence, paragraph, and short essay level.
2.  Investigate, research a topic and use the writing process to develop a brief report, including citations of sources used.
3. Create descriptive writing using imagery, simile, and metaphor.
4. Write narrative and autobiographical compositions for a variety of purposes.
5. Self- monitor and self-correct grammatical structures and conventions of writing.
6. Respond to open-ended prompts using a variety of vocabulary, sentence types and writing strategies (dialogue, suspense, humor)
 Reading Goals
1.        Students will increase their understanding of and build skills in interpreting a variety of literary genres.
2.        Derive meaning from text by applying knowledge of word parts.
3.        Recognize and understand idioms, analogies, and metaphors.
4.        Read independently and demonstrate comprehension through responses to literal and inferential questions.
5.        Analyze the interaction between literary characters.
6.        Use dictionaries and reference works to verify knowledge and interpret new vocabulary.
7.        Recognize and explain the use of similes, metaphors, and other poetic devices.
8.        Describe how various literary elements contribute to mood or tone of a piece.
 Listening Goals
1.       Take appropriate notes during a lecture.
2.       Demonstrate understanding of simple figurative language and idiomatic expressions.
3.       Interpret inferred meaning as expressed by intonation, rhythm and stress.
4.       Demonstrate understanding of idiomatic expressions, colloquialisms, speech registers and differing dialects.
        5.       Demonstrate understanding of academic discussions using few visual aides.
Speaking Goals
1.        Use standard English speech that is comprehensible with consistent grammar, although some errors may be evident.
2.        Use simple figurative, idiomatic expressions to communicate ideas.
3.        Initiate conversations stating viewpoints and opinions.
4.       Prepare and deliver organized presentations.
5.        Be understood when speaking using standard grammatical forms.
6.        Participate in academic discussions with few visuals.
 
**State standards for Language Arts are addressed and met in the above goals and in the following units of study.  CA Content Standards for Language Arts are available @ http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/enggrades9-10.asp


	V. UNITS OF STUDY 
        1.    Symbolism & Representation
2.    Short Stories: Plot, Setting, Character, & Theme
3.    The Lord of the Flies
4.    Heroes, Gods, and Monsters of Greek Mythology
5.    The Odyssey 
6.    Autobiography
7.    To Kill A Mockingbird
8.    Public Speaking: the Masters of Speech
9.    Research Report: A Year in History
10.  Romeo & Juliet
11.  Poetry
 


	VI. METHODS OF ASSESSMENT (may include tests, portfolios, projects, essays, etc.)
        1.     Essays
2.    Portfolios
3.    Individual and group projects
4.    Exams
5.    In class assignments
6.    Homework
7.    Quizzes
8.    Participation

9.    Oral Speaking

10.  Peer and Self-Assessments
 

	VII. METHODS TO ACCOMMODATE LANGUAGE LEARNERS AND OTHER TARGET POPULATIONS
        Reciprocal Teaching, Collaborative Learning, Strategic Grouping, Teacher Modeling, Scaffolding, Use of visuals and graphic organizers
 

	


VIII. CLASS PROCEDURES (missed assignments, make up work assignment format)

You are expected to attend this class every day.  Each class period will consist of a bell assignment, direct instruction, class discussion & reading, writing responses, and independent work time. If you are absent, you must make up the time and/or the class work missed.  You are responsible for getting the notes from another classmate.  If you were absent, then you have the number of days that you were absent to make-up the work that you missed without penalty.

Be on time to class.  If you are late, you will not receive a stamp for the bell assignment.  This will result in a loss of points for the journal grade, which is a large part of your written grade.  At the start of each class, we will go over the vocabulary word of the day.  By using the word during class discussions or on written assignments, you can receive extra credit points.  You may also earn “smile” points by impressing me with your wit, wisdom, or being a virtuous classmate.

You will receive 6 bathroom passes per semester. At the end of the semester, unused passes are worth for 5 extra credit points each OR 50 points for all six unused passes. DON”T LOSE THEM!!

LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER ONE WEEK!!  Each day late, the assignment’s available points will go down one letter grade (Day 2 - B , Day 3 – C,     Day 4 – D, Day 5 – F).  This will encourage you to be responsible for staying on top of things.  Grades cannot be “fixed” at the end of the quarter when you decide that you don’t want to fail.  You must show me consistent effort throughout the quarter.  

Work Quality (READ CAREFULLY!): All final papers must be typed, double spaced, in a simple 12 point font or hand written in blue or black ink. All essays must be typed in MLA format, in a simple 12-point font, unless otherwise indicated. All formal essays must be turned in with an edited rough draft attached to the back of the final draft, regardless of whether or not essay is edited in class, by teacher, family member or other students, or by student. For information and how to’s for MLA formatting visit the following link: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
If you show me consistent effort and progress throughout the class, participate in oral class discussions, contribute to group projects, and complete all of the assignments thoroughly and timely, you will receive an A.  You will lose points for missing assignments, refusal to participate, incomplete, sloppy, or lazy work.  Additionally, you will lose points for tardiness, excessive absences, or behavior that disrupts the learning environment.  On the other hand, if you show steady improvements, I will weight your grade in a more favorable direction.

IX. BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS (and consequences)

§         Arrive on time and begin working immediately
§         Bring all necessary materials (including homework) every day.
§         LISTEN to the person addressing the class
§         FOLLOW procedures and routines
§         RESPECT each other
§         USE POSITIVE LANGUAGE to express thoughts
§         HELP MAINTAIN a clean classroom
 
( CONSEQUENCES:
        1.  Verbal warning


        2.  Refocus       

        3.  Lunch detention
    

        4.  Phone call home     

        5.  Referral 
X. GRADING POLICY

*Semester Grade will consist of the following categories:

40% ( Quarter 1/3     40% ( Quarter 2/4       20% ( Final Semester Cumulative Exam

**Quarter Grades will consist of the following categories:
ORAL PARTICIPATION 20%

You are expected to participate throughout the day in class discussions, group work, partner work, and on individual writing and reading tasks.  I will keep track of your points as you offer insight to the class. Remember - there is no such thing as a bad question or stupid ideas.  There is however, a strict rule about inappropriate comments or behavior.  Each offense will result in removal of these points – from between 1 and 20, depending on the offense.  BE IN CHARGE OF YOURSELF!  You are in a public environment.  Display yourself as you wish to seen by the people around you.

WRITTEN WORK 50%

This grade will include any journals, notes, academic essays or creative writing, homework, quizzes, and all of your daily written work.  Assignments will be given point values based on the amount of work that they require.

( JOURNALS will be a large part of this written grade

You are REQUIRED to bring a lined composition notebook to class each day in which you will take all of your notes and write all of your journal entries.  There will be several journal entries in your notebook each day, consisting of reflections on the themes discussed in class, grammar notes, vocabulary words, literary terms, and creative writing. Each day will begin with a journal entry, so you should be prepared to begin writing at the start of class.  If you are not working on your journal with at least the date on your page by the time class starts, you will not receive a stamp for the work – resulting in loss of points for the journal that day.  If you show consistent progress in improving your entries in length and quality of work, then you may also receive an improvement grade by the end of the quarter.

**Journal entries will be graded full credit if:   

· There is a date and title underlined at the top of the page

· There is a stamp from that day 

· All of the questions are answered or completed correctly

· The entry demonstrates the best effort of the individual

· There is consistent improvement throughout entries

· NEATNESS COUNTS ( practice being organized and legible in order to help yourself in organization!!

*NONE OF THE JOURNAL WORK CAN BE MADE UP!  Do it right the first time.

TESTS & MAJOR PROJECTS 30%

This grade will be based on any projects, longer writing assignments that require several drafts, and tests that occur at the end of each unit.  Sometimes major projects will be group work that is done over a period of time and consists of many elements. 

( INDEPENDENT BOOK REPORT is a large part of this grade 

You will be reading an independent reading book of your choice (minimum 150 pages) throughout each quarter.  The final report and presentation of this book are due at the end of each quarter, so this is an assignment that you will have to work on consistently as your homework.  Don’t wait until the last minute to start – by handing it in one week early, you will receive 10 extra credit points for responsibility.

EXTRA CREDIT up to 5%
Extra Credit assignments can only help up to 5% of your grade and you can only do extra credit if you have turned in ALL other assignments.  Extra Credit is to help those that are putting full effort in to receive the highest grade possible.  It is NOT for students who slack all quarter and decide the last week of the quarter that they don’t want to fail and that they are going to make everything up from the whole quarter. Extra Credit options:

· Answering the daily riddle correctly

· Doing extra research on a current event article that intrigues you

· Creative writing assignments that you invent and excite you to write – discuss with me when your light bulb goes off 

How can parents know what is going on in class?

Parents and students can check homework assignments, up-coming test, and project due dates on the school’s online assignment calendar.  To access the online assignment calendar, go to Cypress’ website (http://www.cchs.santacruz.k12.ca.us/) and look for the link on the right under “Hot Links.”  Parents are also welcome to call or email the teacher anytime.

Phone: 477-0302    
Email: lrankin@losd.ca
By signing this document you acknowledge that you have been fully informed of classroom policies, procedures, and expectations, and you agree to follow these to the best of your ability. 

Student Signature: _________________________________________
Date: ________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________
Date: ________________________
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